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Resolution against Confiscation of Musical Instruments by Police

Whereas the city of San Francisco has had a long tradition of Street performers and
Musicians, also known as “buskers” in public areas such as Fishermen’s Wharf, Pier
39, Union Square and other parts of the city, and

Whereas busking, or street performance for tips and gratuities has been determined by
Federal Courts to be “free artistic speech” and is thus protected by the 1st and 14th
amendments of the Constitution of the United States, and

Whereas the vast majority of street performance does not violate any laws, and is
practiced worldwide, adding to the culture and vitality of a city; now,

Therefore be it Resolved that the San Francisco Labor Council:

1. Urges city of San Francisco to direct the San Francisco Police Department to
protect the rights of street performers and musicians under the Constitution.

2. Calls on the City of San Francisco to direct the SFPD to refrain from
confiscating musical instruments from performers on the streets and/or
harassing performers unless there is explicit evidence of criminal activity.

Submitted by John Fisher, AFM Local 6, and adopted by the Executive Committee of
the San Francisco Labor Council on February 6, 2017.

Thomas O'Connor K’—__—_i—-)
IAFF 798

Fred Pecker
ILWU

Anand Singh
finiis e

Denise Solis
SEIU USWW

usan Sclomon
ESF

(im Tavaglione
UHW

ichael Theriault
FBCTC

SonE TR Cw

oe Toback
Sign & Display 510

Sheila Tully
CFA

Sergeant at Arms
Hene Kelly
CARA

Trustees

Ren Lewis, IBEW &

David Williams, SEIU 1021
Claire Zvanski, [FPTE 21

Tim Paulson
Executive Director

OPEIU 29 AFL-CIO 11

1188 Franklin Street, Suite 203 San Francisco, CA 94109 Phone: 415.440.4809 Fax: 415.440.9297 www.sﬂaborcouncil.org

€9 Printed on 100% PCW paper using soy inks at 3 fully wind-powered shop ‘@m



